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the time of the Emperor Aurangzeb, " when blood
flowed in rivers, and the dead were unburied, when
millions died of famine, and fathers" (probably as
humane and affectionate as they are in the present
day) " were driven by hunger to sell their children,
but were forced to go without food, finding no one
to buy them." These are the words of the con-
temporary writer, Nicolai Manucci, a perusal of
whose fascinating description of life under one of
the greatest of the Great Moguls, throws a flood of
light upon the vexed question whether there ever
was a golden age in India, and whether the inhabi-
tants were then happier, or at any rate had more
reasons for being happier, than they are at the
present time.

The average native of India of to-day consumes
more salt, sugar, tobacco, and other luxuries than
his predecessor of fifty years ago, and he eats
more food, and lives in a more comfortably fur-
nished habitation. House-to-house inquiries have
revealed these facts, which are on record for all
who want true statements and not inaccurate
criticisms.

Again, in the past fifty years India has absorbed
an average of ^126,000,000 a year of the precious
metals, an infallible proof of improved circumstances.
The professional classes certainly enjoy better in-
comes than they did, and the same may be said
without contradiction of those employed in the